Got Soup??

The original Duck soup was created to get needed nourishment into a very ill little ferret named Lucky Duck. Thus, the name, Duck soup.

Duck soup is the ferret equivalent of a human “power shake”. It’s a great source of protein and nutrition for ill, post-surgical, and elder ferrets. Also, since some medicines, such as Prednisone, must be given with food, you may offer a cube of soup before giving medicine. Or sometimes, you can get by with mixing the medicines right into the soup. 

Since ferrets don’t always take to new foods, the best suggestion is, give soup to your healthy ferrets once or twice a week as a treat. Ultimately, if or when your ferret really needs it, he or she will be familiar with it.

Soup may be made up in a blender, frozen in ice cube trays, and transferred to freezer bags. Soup will stay good for quite some time this way. When ready to use, put a cube or cubes into a small microwave bowl and microwave until melted. (Usually 25 or 30 seconds per cube). Stir in a little water to thin. Test temperature with your finger to make sure it isn’t too hot or cold. (Ferrets seem to prefer warm soup).

 To get your ferret to try that first batch, hold him or her in your arms. This way they associate the soup with love from their human. Get some soup on your finger and let them lick it off. If they refuse, try smearing a little on their mouth. Older and ill ferrets enjoy being held when they eat soup.

There are many variations of Duck soup recipes. A good, simple, basic soup is; water softened high quality ferret kibble, Gerber chicken baby food, and a small amount of Nutri-Cal or Ferretvite. Toss everything into a blender and add enough water to make it smooth and about the consistency of a thick milk shake. You can add a little more water when served to thin it. 

You may also toss in a scoop of powdered Kitten Milk Replace, a dash of Ferretone, a scoop of Nupro (sold through The Ferret Store), or even a small spoonful of plain yogurt. You may use anything you think your ferret will like and will be good for them.

For other recipe ideas, visit www.ferretcentral.org. The Ferret Store, www.theferretstore.com also sells a powdered, pre-mixed Duck soup.   
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Kansas City Ferret Hotline

 (816) 842-3707 (816) 554-2669 (816) 429-6777 www.ferrethotline.com

Adoptions  (  Give-ups  (  Information

10 Commandments for a Responsible Ferret Guardian

1. My life is likely to last 5-10 years, any separation from you will be painful.  When you decide to make me part of your life, let it be forever.  If at anytime in our lives you cannot keep me, make sure that my new home will provide what I need and will supply the love, care, and socialization I crave.
2. Let me teach you to understand me and what I need from you.  I will test you from time to time to make sure you remember the lessons.

3. Keep me safe and secure.  Protect me from others that would harm me.  I depend on you.  You are my lifeline.

4. Talk to me and cuddle me.  Your voice is as enjoyable to my ears as birds sweetly singing are to yours.  Your gentle touch is as warm as the soft rays of the sun.

5. I need fresh nutritional food and fresh water everyday.  I need warm clean blankets to cuddle in during winter, cool clean blankets to lie on in the heat of summer.  My litter box and cage should be cleaned daily.  Hugs and social time each and every day.  Do not put me in a cage outside, I belong inside with my family.

6. I will make many mistakes.  I am not perfect.  Be gentle when you correct me.

7. Don’t get angry with me.  I am an intelligent, joyous, curious creature and WILL get into things.  Know that this is how I am.  I am not trying to be destructive.  I depend upon you to watch out for me and protect me from danger.

8. Never hit or shake me.  I am small and can easily be hurt.  When you are angry at someone or something else, do not take it out on me.  I have nothing to give you but love and joy.  This is my true nature.

9. Take special care of me as I grow older.  I may play less, but I still love you just as much as when I was young enough to dance.  Monitor me closely, for I will experience ailments as I grow older.  It’s up to you to help me in my senior years by getting the medical help I need to give my remaining time with you a quality of life.

10. When I can no longer enjoy life and I am in pain with no relief, please stay with me till the end.  I have given you my life and love.  Don’t abandon me in my last moments here on this earth.  Tell me you love me and hold me close.  Let my passing be gentle.

Always remember that I love you.
Routine Ferret Care

Bedding: Needs to be changed at least every 5 to 7 days.  Old sweatshirts, t-shirts and baby blankets will give them something soft to snuggle in and can be easily cleaned.  Do NOT use towels as they can get their nails caught in them.

Water: Bowls and/or bottles should be dumped, rinsed and refilled with fresh water everyday.  

Food:  They need a high quality ferret food with at least 38% protein and 22% fat.  The first ingredient should be meat.  Food must be available at all times.

Ear Cleaning: Needs to be done every week and a half or so.  There are a lot of good commercial ear cleaners that can be used with a q-tip.

Nail Trimming: Needs to be done about every week and a half as well.  Ferret or kitten nail clippers work fine.  A little Ferretone on the belly will distract the ferret so you can clip the white part of their nail.

Hairball Remedy: Laxatone is a brand of hairball remedy.  Any brand for ferret or kitten can be used.  Depending upon the ferret and it’s grooming, you can give approximately the size of a nickel every week.  During shed season (spring & fall) you will need to give more often.  
Any questions, please feel free to call any of our phone numbers.  We would be glad to help!

